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Ngā Tātarakihi o Parihaka 

L4. May, 2016. Pp 2-9 

 Lucy Ira Bailey, 
 
This story, set at Parihaka just prior to the government raid in 
1881, is told from the perspective of a young girl who was living 
there. The author’s great-grandmother was living at Parihaka at 
that time, and the story is partially based on oral history. The 
story is an imaginary account of her great-grandmother’s 
experience. 
 
 

Stand Up: A History of Protest in New Zealand. 
 L3 November, 2017. Pp 8-18 
Dylan Owen 

This article looks at some of the protests held in New Zealand 
since the 1800s. These include: - Parihaka - Women's suffrage - 
The great strike, 1913 - Depression riots - Waterfront dispute - 
Anti-Vietnam war - Maori land march - Springbok tour - GE Free 
marches - Anti-TPPA protests 
 

Social Sciences Goal Literacy Goal 

Understand that people 
participate individually and 
collectively in response to 
community challenges.  
 
Understand that events have 
causes and effects. 
 

Discuss and compare ideas presented in a small range of 
texts to reach a conclusion related to the curriculum goal. 
 
Think critically about the task purpose, and ask and answer 
questions that arise from ideas read, viewed or discussed.  
 
 

Big ideas: 
New Zealand has a long history of protest. 
 
Maori have been protesting for many years about the loss of their land. 
 

Vocabulary: apartheid, genetic engineering, Great Depression, passive resistance, suffrage, 
union, watersider. 
Interest:  
cicadas, clambered, confiscate, erased, hefted, proclamation, spiritual ,Te Ika-a-Maui, 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1n99jh7aEv_iKsI3QGCxmDv4kleh8BBbcWDvmdPyGEDA/copy
https://journalsurf.co.nz/search?query=parihaka&search_options=a%3A1%3A%7Bi%3A0%3Bs%3A3%3A%22all%22%3B%7D&filters=a%3A1%3A%7Bs%3A6%3A%22Author%22%3Bs%3A16%3A%22BAILEY%2C+Lucy+Ira%22%3B%7D


Task purpose: To understand why and how we protest. 
 

Task 1  
Describe to a partner how you 
would you feel if the Council 
of the town or city you live in 
(or near) decided to open a 
dump (refuse station) near 
the playground of your 
school? 
 
(And not only is this dump 
smelly, but the machines 
working at the dump are so 
noisy that sometimes you can 
hardly hear the teacher!) 
 
As a group discuss: 

● What would you think 
or feel about this? 

● What would you do 
about it? 

 
● What options do you 

have to let the Council 
know that things have 
to change? Write 
these in Fig 1 

 
 
Share your options with 
another group and see if they 
have some ideas that you 
could adapt and add to your 
list. Discuss with the other 
group: 
 

● What options do you 
think would be most 
effective in being 
heard by the Council 
and getting them to 
change where the 
dump is located? 

 
In Fig.2 list your top 3 options 
and provide 1-2 sentences 

 

 

Fig.1 

Options for protest: 
 

● write a letter 
● send an email 
●   
●    
●   

●  

 

 
Fig.2 

Our top 3 options for protesting to the Council are: 
 

1.   
2.     

3.  

Our reasons why we think these options will be most effective 
are… 
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why you think these 
approaches will be successful. 
 
Task 2  

We protest about things that 
are happening to us or others 
things that we do not want to 
happen. And it turns out that 
New Zealand has a long 
history of protest. 

Read “Stand Up A History of 
Protest in New Zealand” Pp 
8-18 
 
As a group think about, 
discuss and: 

● list each protest. 
● describe the main 

reason(s) for the 
protest 

● identify the result of 
the protest 

Add your ideas to Fig 3  
 
As a group discuss and 
compare each of the protests 

● Why do you think 
some protests were 
more successful than 
others? 

 
Go back to your list of ways of 
protesting in Fig.1. Add other 
approaches or ways of 
protesting that you have 
learned about in the article 
you have just read. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.3 
The Protest Reason why The Result 
   

   

   

   

 
We think some protests were more successful 
because____________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 

Purpose: To find out about the ways that Maori used protest, after having their land 
confiscated. 

Task 3 
One of New Zealand’s first 
protests was a protest held by 
Taranaki Maori at Parihaka. 
 
Locate Parihaka on a map. 
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Taranaki Maori were 
protesting because much of 
their land had been 
confiscated or sold without 
their permission. They 
believed that this land was 
protected under the provisions 
of the Treaty of Waitangi. 
 
 
Watch the videos in the 
right-hand column and discuss 
as a group: 
 

● How would you feel if 
your land or home had 
been confiscated or 
sold without your 
permission? 

 
 

 
 
Context for signing of the Treaty of Waitangi 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vudkf8REqwM  
 
Maori land wars 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lZB16pELeM  
 
Waitangi Tribunal process 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LELEDhLmxFI 
 
These videos provide some valuable background regarding: 
 

● Relations between Maori and Pakeha leading up to 
the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

● Maori land wars and why they started 
● Waitangi Tribunal process and how this has been 

seeking to redress issues for Maori. 
 

● How would you have 
protested your rights in 
this situation? (revisit 
the options you have 
listed in Fig.1) 

 
Read: The history of Parihaka 
p8 

View this video about 
Parihaka that Christine 
McDonald created for her 
Year 8 class  

Discuss with a partner.  

● Why were the people 
of Parihaka protesting? 

 
●  How did they go about 

their protest? 
 

Read this account of partially 
based on oral histories passed 
down about what happened 

 
 
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N4PaQZSWPQ 
Remember Parihaka:  Christine McDonald 
 
 
 

Story Rarawa’s emotions 

Beginning 
 

Middle 
 

End 
 

 
 
 

 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/parihaka-ploughing-campaign-begi
ns 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vudkf8REqwM
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LELEDhLmxFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N4PaQZSWPQ
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/parihaka-ploughing-campaign-begins
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/parihaka-ploughing-campaign-begins


Ngā Tātarakihi o Parihaka L4. 
May, 2016. Pp 2-9 and as a 
group: 

 
● Find clues in the text to 

demonstrate how Ngā 
Tātarakihi  protested? 

Discuss 
● What was the end 

result? What words 
would you use to 
describe the emotions 
of Rarawa as the story 
progresses? 

 
● What has been the 

long term impact of 
this protest? 

 

● What questions do you 
have? 

This article describes how the people of Parihaka carried out 
their protest. 

http://pukeariki.com/Learning-Research/Taranaki-Research-
Centre/Taranaki-Stories/Taranaki-Story/id/334/title/pacifist-
of-parihaka-te-whiti-o-rongomai 

This article provides more detail about one of the leaders Te 
Whiti o Rongomai 

 

 
 

 

Protesting today 
 
Protest is one of our rights as citizens of NZ. And protest is a way of making sure that issues 
we care about are addressed. Recently in the news there have been concerns about things 
like: 
 

● Plastic bags and their effect on the environment. 
● The state of our rivers. 
● Bullying through social media 
● the impact of climate change 

 
So now it is your turn... 
 
Is there an issue as a group you are passionate about (or maybe one of the topics above)? 
 
Is there something happening in your community that you think needs to change?  
Discuss 

What would you like to find out more about? 

then 

● Go back to Fig.1 and choose a way that you want to share your concerns. 
● Determine who you want to communicate with. 
● Share your finished approach (i.e. letter, email, poster, presentation etc.) with your 

class. 
● Communicate your concerns with the person or group that you have chosen. (Talk 

this over with your teacher first). 
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Review: 

How effective was I in 
achieving my literacy goal? 

What did I do well?  

What do I still need to work 
on? 

 

Did I discuss and compare ideas presented in a small range 
of texts to reach a conclusion related to the curriculum goal? 

Did I think critically about the task purpose, and ask and 
answer questions that arise from ideas read, viewed or 
discussed? 
 

How effective was I in 
achieving my social sciences 
goal? 

What did I do well?  

What do I still need to work 
on? 

Did I understand that people participate individually and 
collectively in response to community challenges? 
 
 
Did I understand that events have causes and effects? 
 

Written by Darren Gammie and Jill Ritchie. 

Photos sourced from https://www.pexels.com/  
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